
HIGH SCHOOL 

TEACHER’S KEY 

 

1. What are the top three reasons most animal 

species are endangered and threatened 

worldwide? 

a. Disease, fur trade and pesticide use  

b. Habitat loss, disease and overharvesting 

c. Overharvesting, pesticides and climate 

change  

d. Habitat loss, displacement by invasive 

species and overharvesting 

 

2. A wetland is a:  

a. High-lying area near a body of water that 

contains vegetation and animals. 

b. High-lying area that is wet only in the 

summer. 
c. Low-lying area that is wet year-round or 

during portions of the year and contains 
plants adapted for salty water. 

d. Low-lying area that is wet year-round or 

during portions of the year that contains 

vegetation adapted for saturated soil. 

 

3. Why is biodiversity important?  

a. It allows animals to feed permanently from 

one type of plant. 

b. It increases at each level of the food chain. 

c. It helps populations adapt to ecological 

changes. 

d. It reduces the number of insects in a given 

ecosystem. 

 

4. Black bear populations declined in the 

1900s, mainly due to: 

a. Overhunting. 

b. Deforestation. 

c. Pesticide use in agricultural fields. 

d. Climate change. 

 
5. The main focus of black bear restoration in 

Louisiana has been on: 
a. Increasing available food for the bears. 
b. Outlawing hunting. 
c. Increasing forested areas and corridors. 
d. Reproduction programs. 

 

 

6. The level of biodiversity that involves a 

variety of habitats and communities is: 

a. ecosystem diversity. 

b. genetic diversity. 

c. population diversity. 

d. species diversity. 

 

7. The Simpson’s index is a measure of: 

a. The chances two sample groups are alike. 

b. How well the data fits a biodiversity 

hypothesis. 

c. How much biodiversity there is within a 

single sample. 

d. The number of endangered species in a 

given area. 

 

8. Which of the following is legal under the 

Endangered Species Act? 

a. Capturing a wild animal listed as threatened 

for exhibition in a zoo, provided the animal 

is well cared for. 

b. Digging up an endangered plant in a public 

park and selling it. 

c. Destroying the habitat of an endangered 

plant during the building of a federal 

highway. 

d. Having a permit to capture and conduct 

research with endangered species. 

 

9. Barrier islands are important to birds 

because they:  

a. Provide protection against storms. 

b. Provide habitat for nesting and breeding. 

c. Provide a “pit stop” before South America. 

d. Provide competition among species. 

 

10. Three primary causes of wetland loss are: 

a. Overfishing, invasive species and pollution. 

b. Saltwater intrusion, digging of 

channels/canals and invasive species. 

c. Pollution, saltwater intrusion and digging of 

channels/canals. 

d. Saltwater intrusion, overfishing and 

pollution. 
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